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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAID, UNRWA, XF, US 

SUBJECT: UNRWA FINANCES 

1. UNRWA COMGEN RENNIE TOLD ASSISTANT SECRETARY BUFFUM IN 
MEETING MARCH 19 THAT ALTHOUGH UNRWA'S IMMEDIATE CASH 
POSITION HAD EASED SOMEWHAT, AND HE WAS HOPEFUL OF FURTHER 
RELIEF FROM AN EMERGENCY CONTRIBUTION BY THE EEC, HE WOULD 
EVENTUALLY HAVE TO MAKE REDUCTIONS IN UNRWA'S SERVICES IF 
MONEY TO MEET UNRWA'S ONGOING DEFICITS COULD NOT BE FOUND. 
RENNIE SAID THAT IF THERE WERE NOT A REASONABLE PROSPECT 
OF SUCH FUNDS IN SIGHT DURING APRIL, HE WOULD REQUEST 
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WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE IN MAY. 

2. BUFFUM TOLD RENNIE USG WAS CONCERNED AT UNRWA'S 
FINANCIAL CRISIS AND WOULD TRY TO BE HELPFUL IN RESOLVING 
IT. HE ADDED THAT USG DOES NOT, HOWEVER, WANT TO BE 

ALONE IN CONTRIBUTING TO RESTORE UNRWA'S SOLVENCY STRESSING 
THAT IT IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT VIS-A-VIS CONGRESS TO 
DEMONSTRATE THIS IS A SHARED EFFORT. BUFFUM SAID THE 
QUESTION INVARIABLY AND UNDERSTANDABLY ALWAYS ARISES AS 
TO WHATTHE OIL RICH ARABS IN PARTICULAR ARE DOING TO 
HELP THEIR BRETHERN. 

3. RENNIE SAID HE INTENDS TO WORK THROUGH THE EGYPTIANS 
AND THE ARAB LEAGUE TO GET THE OIL PRODUCING ARAB 

COUNTRIES TO RECOGNIZE THAT THEY MUST MAKE THEIR 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNRWA MORE PROPORTIONATE TO THEIR 
RESOURCES AND THEIR STAKE IN THE FATE OF THE REFUGEES. 

HE PLANS TO GO TO CAIRO NEXT WEEK TO PURSUE THIS EFFORT. 

4. RENNIE WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT EUROPEAN COMMUNITY MIGHT 
AGAIN MAKE SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION TO UNRWA AND EXPECTS EEC 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS TO TAKE UP SUBJECT SHORTLY. KISSINGER 
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